8/22/11	vacillate (v.) to fluctuate, hesitate (I prefer a definite answer, but my teacher
 kept vacillating between the options available to us.)

8/29/11	inane (adj.) silly and meaningless (Some films are so inane that the psychology of the
characters makes absolutely no sense.)
9/06/12	debacle (n.) a disastrous failure, disruption (The elaborately designed fireworks show
turned into a debacle when the fireworks started firing in random directions.)
9/12/11	embellish 1. (v.) to decorate, adorn (My mom embellished the living room by adding
lace curtains.) 2. (v.)to add details to, enhance (When Harry told me that he had
“done stuff” on his vacation, I asked him to embellish upon his account.)
9/19/11	modicum (n.) a small amount of something (Refusing to display even a modicum of
sensitivity, Henrietta announced her boss’s affair in front of the entire office.)
9/26/11	copious (adj.) profuse, abundant (Copious amounts of Snapple were imbibed in the
cafeteria.)
10/3/11	aberration(n.)something that differs from the norm(In 1918, the Boston Red Sox won
the World Series, but the success turned out to be an aberration, and the Red Sox
have not won a World Series since.)
10/10/11	benign (adj.) favorable, not threatening, mild (We were all relieved to hear that the
medical tests determined her tumor to be benign.)
10/17/11	camaraderie (n.) brotherhood, jovial unity (Camaraderie among employees usually
leads to success in business.)
10/24/11	trite (adj.) not original, overused (Keith thought of himself as being very learned, but
everyone else thought he was trite because his observations about the world were
always the same as David Letterman’s.)

10/31/11	obsequious (adj.) excessively compliant or submissive (Mark acted like Janet’s servant,obeying her every request in an obsequious manner.)

11/7/11	partisan (n.) a follower, adherent (The king did not believe that his rival could round up
enough partisans to overthrow the monarchy.)

11/14/11	querulous (adj.) whiny, complaining (If deprived of his pacifier, young Brendan
becomes querulous.)

11/21/11	raucous (adj.) loud, boisterous (Sarah’s neighbors called the cops when her house partygot too raucous.)

11/28/11	culpable (adj.) deserving blame (He was culpable of the crime, and was sentenced to
perform community service for 75 years.)

12/5/11	dearth (n.) a lack, scarcity (An eager reader, she was dismayed by the dearth of classic
books at the library.)

12/12/11	efface (v.) to wipe out, obliterate, rub away (The husband was so angry at his wife for
leaving him that he effaced all evidence of her presence; he threw out pictures of her
and gave away all her belongings.)

1/2/11		grievous (adj.) injurious, hurtful; serious or grave in nature (Electrocuting the inmate
without being sure of his guilt would be a truly grievous mistake.)

1/9/11		harangue 1. (n.) a ranting speech (Everyone had heard the teacher’s harangue about
gum chewing in class before.) 2. (v.) to give such a speech (But this time the teacher
harangued the class about the importance of brushing your teeth after chewing
gum.)

1/18/11	imperious (adj.) commanding, domineering (The imperious nature of your manner led
me to dislike you at once.)

1/23/11	juxtaposition (n.) the act of placing two things next to each other for implicit
comparison (The interior designer admired my juxtaposition of the yellow couch
and green table.)

1/30/11	laconic (adj.) terse in speech or writing (The author’s laconic style has won him many
followers who dislike wordiness.)

2/6/11		nefarious (adj.) heinously villainous (Although Dr. Meanman’s nefarious plot to melt
the polar icecaps was terrifying, it was so impractical that nobody really worried
about it.)

2/13/11	zenith (n.) the highest point, culminating point (I was too nice to tell Nelly that she had
reached the absolute zenith of her career with that one hit of hers.)

2/21/11	whimsical (adj.) fanciful, full of whims (The whimsical little girl liked to pretend that
she was an elvin princess.)

2/27/11	avarice (n.) excessive greed (The banker’s avarice led him to amass a tremendous
personal fortune.)
3/5/11		empirical 1. (adj.) based on observation or experience (The scientist gathered empirical
data on the growth rate of dandelions by studying the dandelions behind his house.)
2. (adj.) capable of being proved or disproved by experiment (That all cats hate
getting wet is an empirical statement: I can test it by bathing my cat, Trinket.)

3/19/11	ignominious (adj.) humiliating, disgracing (It was really ignominious to be kicked out of the dorm for having an illegal gas stove in my room.)

3/26/11	kudos (n.) praise for an achievement (After the performance, the reviewers gave the
opera singer kudos for a job well done.)
4/2/11		recalcitrant (adj.) defiant, unapologetic (Even when scolded, the recalcitrant young girl
simply stomped her foot and refused to finish her lima beans.)
4/9/11		salient (adj.) significant, conspicuous (One of the salient differences between Alison
and Nancy is that Alison is a foot taller.)
4/16/11	sacrosanct (adj.) holy, something that should not be criticized (In the United States,
the Constitution is often thought of as a sacrosanct document.)
4/23/11	tacit (adj.) expressed without words (I interpreted my parents’ refusal to talk as a tacit
acceptance of my request.)
4/30/11	tangential (adj.) incidental, peripheral, divergent (I tried to discuss my salary, but the
boss kept veering off into tangential topics.)
5/7/11		umbrage (n.) resentment, offense (He called me a lily-livered coward, and I took
umbrage at the insult.)
5/14/11	amalgamate (v.) to bring together, unite (Because of his great charisma, the presidential candidate was able to amalgamate all democrats and republicans under his banner.)

5/21/11	goad (v.) to urge, spur, incite to action (Jim may think he’s not going to fight Billy, but
Billy will goad Jim on with insults until he throws a punch.)
