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HENRY COUNTY SCHOOLS

Curriculum Map

2008-2009

First Semester

  Course: _English/Language Arts__________________________________________________________ Grade Level: ________8________

	MONTH
	STANDARDS/

CONTENT
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS/

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS
	RESOURCES

	AUGUST
	UNIT 1: NARRATIVE/

WRITING PROCESS

WRITING

    ELA8W1

    ELA8W2

    ELA8W4

READING

    ELA8R1

    ELA8R2

    ELA8R3

GRAMMAR

   ELA8C1


	· What are the characteristics of narrative writing?

· What are the four purposes of writing?
· What are the steps of the writing process?

· What does brainstorming accomplish? 

· How can brainstorming be used in areas other than writing?

· How do I recognize narrative works when I read them?

· What are some examples of narrative writings from your home?

· What are the elements of a story?

· Which personal pronouns can be used in place of nouns in narrative writing?

· How can a better understanding of the parts of speech improve one’s writing?


	Narrative Writing

· Point of View

· Dialogue

· Ideas

· Brainstorming

Story Elements

· Setting

· Plot

· Theme

· Conflict

Grammar

· Personal Pronouns (1st, 2nd, and 3rd Person, Possessive)

· Nouns
· Adjectives

· Capitalization

· End Mark

   Punctuation


	My Access Narrative Writing Prompts

Georgia On-line Practice Test

Supplemental Published Test/Prep Material (Houghton Mifflin, Holt, Prentice-Hall, Holt, Rinehart, Winston)

Common Formative Assessment (CFA)
Teacher-Made Assessment

Daily Grammar Practice (DGP)

Formative


	Elements of Literature (E of L) pp. 254-259

www.myaccess.com 
www.georgiastandard.org/elaframework
www.georgiaoas.org
Dialogue: www.mrdonn.org
Dialogue: Elements of Writing (E of W) pp. 123-142, pp. 6-7, 22-23, 15C-15-D

Ideas: 6+1 Writing Traits (6+1)

(Chapter 2) pp. 33-67

Brainstorming/Prewriting: E of W 
pp. 24-40

E of L (Handbook of Literary Terms)

pp. 705-718

Pronouns: Elements of Writing

pp. 436-437

Nouns: E of W

pp. 430-435

Adjectives:  E of W

pp. 445-448

Capitalization: E of W

pp. 708-735

End mark punctuation: E of W

pp. 737-740

Daily Grammar Practice

Teachers’ Guide 
See “Best Practices” Appendix A (attached)




HENRY COUNTY SCHOOLS
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2008-2009

First Semester

Course: _English/Language Arts__________________________________________________________ Grade Level: ________8________

	MONTH
	STANDARDS/

CONTENT
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS/

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS
	RESOURCES

	SEPTEMBER
	UNIT 2: EXPOSITORY WRITING
WRITING

    ELA8W1

    ELA8W2

    ELA8W4

READING

    ELA8R1

    ELA8R2

    ELA8R3

GRAMMAR

    ELA8C1


	· What is the difference between narrative and expository writing?

· What are specific examples of expository writing?

· How does non-fiction differ from fiction?

· How can I analyze charts, maps, and graphs to get needed information?

· What parts of speech can be modifiers?

· What questions are asked when trying to identify a subject?

· What questions are asked when trying to identify a predicate?

· How does a better understanding of the parts of speech improve one’s writing?

· What roles do commas and semicolons have in the written language?

· How do sentence fragments and run-ons interfere with the reader’s ability to understand a work?
· What are the different types of complements?

· How do subject complements differ from predicate complements?


	Writing

· Ideas (continued)

· Purpose

· Audience

· Transitions

· Paragraph support

· Facts/statistics

· Sentence fluency

· Writing process (continued)

Literature

· Non-fiction

· Technical

· Logical order

· Compare/contrast

· Cause and effect

· Charts, maps, graphs

Parts of Speech Review:

· Verbs

· Adverbs

· Prepositions

· Conjunctions

· Interjections

Sentence Structure
· Sentence structure

· Sentence fragments

· Run-ons

· Commas

· Semicolons
· Complements
	Elements of Writing (E of W)

(formative exercises)

My Access Expository Writing Prompts

Common Formative Assessment (CFA)

Teacher-Made Assessments
CFA

Teacher-Made Assessments
DGP
Formative


	Elements of Writing (E of W)

pp. 74-89 and pp. 224-250

www.myaccess.com 
www.georgiastandard.org/elaframework
www.georgiaoas.org
Ideas: 6+1 Writing Traits (Chapter 2) 

pp. 33-67

Sentence Fluency: 6 + 1 Writing Traits
(Chapter 6 ) pp. 176-211 

Non-Fiction Literature 

(examples—Time magazine, 

Consumer Reports, 

product instructions for video games, toys, furniture assembly, etc.,

newspapers) 
Verbs:  E of W    pp. 457-465

Adverbs: E of W    pp. 469-473

Prepositions: E of W  pp. 474-478

Conjunctions: E of W  pp. 478-480

Interjections: E of W  pp. 480-481

Complements: E of W pp. 488-497
Sentence structure: E of W  pp. 409-417

Fragments: E of W   pp. 360-364

Run-ons: E of W  pp. 364-367

Commas: E of W  pp. 741-755

Semi-colons: E of W  pp. 759-761

Daily Grammar Practice
Teachers’ Guide

See “Best Practices” Appendix A (attached)
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2008-2009

First Semester

Course: _English/Language Arts__________________________________________________________ Grade Level: ________8________

	MONTH
	STANDARDS/

CONTENT
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS/

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS
	RESOURCES

	OCTOBER
	UNIT 3: PERSUASIVE/

WRITING PROCESS

WRITING

    ELA8W1

    ELA8W2

    ELA8W4

READING

    ELA8R1

    ELA8R2

    ELA8R3

GRAMMAR

   ELA8C1


	· What are the differences between expository and persuasive writing?

· What are the elements of persuasive writing?

· Why is persuasion an important writing skill to learn? 

· How can you convince a reader to share your beliefs on a subject?

· What roles do irony, tone, and mood play in literature?

· What role does suspense and foreshadowing play in literature?

· What role do context clues play in helping readers to understand vocabulary in literature?  

· What are the appropriate uses of conventions and grammar rules in written format?

· What type of clauses make up a compound sentence or a complex sentence?

	Persuasive Writing

· Persuasive Writing

· Point of View

· Dialogue

· Ideas

· Sentence Fluency

· Organizational Structure

· Brainstorming

· Point of View

· Voice

· Opinion vs. Fact

· Reasons/Evidence

· Supporting details

Story Elements

· Irony

· Tone

· Mood

· Foreshadowing

· Suspense
Grammar

· End punctuation

· Internal punctuation

· Compound/complex sentences

· Coordinating/Subordinating conjunctions


	My Access Persuasive Writing Prompts

Georgia On-line Practice Test

Supplemental Published Test/Prep Material (Houghton Mifflin, Holt, Prentice-Hall, Holt, Rinehart, Winston)

Adopted Textbook Test Material (Kits)

CRCT Practice Coach Books

CFA
Teacher-Made Assessments
Adopted Textbook Test Material (Kits)

Vocabulary Workshop 

DGP Formative

	www.myaccess.com 

Tone: E of L, pp. 650-659
Irony: E of L 
pp. 309, 341, 480-494, 570

Vocabulary Workshop (Level C)

Sadler-Oxford
See “Best Practices” Appendix A (attached)

Ideas/Sentence Fluency/Organizational Structure/Word Choice/ Voice:

6+1 Writing Traits (Chapters 2, 6, 3, 5, 4) pp. 33-67, pp.176-211, pp. 68-99, pp. 139-175, pp. 100-138

Elements of Literature

(Language Handbook) pp. 737-821
End Punctuation: E of W

pp. 436-437 
Internal Punctuation: E of W

pp. 770-791

Sentence Structure: E of W

pp. 557-565

Coordinating and Correlative Conjunctions E of W,  pp. 478-479

Subordinating Conjunctions: 

E of W, pp.545

Daily Grammar Practice

Teachers’ Guide 

Elements of Literature

(Language Handbook) pp. 737-821
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2008-2009

First Semester

  Course: _English/Language Arts










Grade Level: 

8

	MONTH
	STANDARDS/

CONTENT
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS/

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS
	RESOURCES

	NOVEMBER
	UNIT 4: EXPOSITORY/
PERSUASIVE
WRITING
WRITING

    ELA8W1

    ELA8W2

    ELA8W3

    ELA8W4

READING

    ELA8R1

    ELA8R2

    ELA8R3

GRAMMAR

ELA8C1


	· What are the steps of the writing process? (Review)
· What are the four writing domains, and why are they important?

· Does your persuasive writing (essay/speech) support your opinion?

· How can I make a persuasive writing piece appropriate for a specific audience of readers?

· What role does using context clues play in vocabulary development?

· How does a student communicate his/her understanding of different genre?

· Why is the correct use of vocabulary essential in literature and written communication?  

· What persuasive elements can be found in a speech or courtroom argument?
· What are the appropriate uses of conventions and grammar rules in written format?

· Why does the use of appropriate subject/verb play a major role in the English Language?


	Writing

· Ideas

· Sentence Fluency

· Organization
· Word Choice

· Voice/Style

· Test Terminology

· R = Role

· A = Audience

· F = Format

· T = Topic

· S = Strong verb 

· Thesis Statement

· Topic Sentence

· Supporting details

· Introduction

· Conclusion

· Formal/informal language
Literature

· Reading Comprehension

· Vocabulary development

· Context Clues

· Persuasive elements in genre

· Supporting details
Grammar

· Subject-Verb Agreement

· Pronoun-antecedent agreement

· Prepositional Phrases


	My Access Persuasive/

Expository Writing Prompts

Mock Writing Assessment

Supplemental Published Test/Prep Material (Houghton Mifflin, Holt, Prentice-Hall, Holt, Rinehart, Winston)

Adopted Textbook Test Material (Kits)

CRCT Practice Coach Books

CFA
Teacher-Made Assessments
Adopted Textbook Test Material (Kits)

Vocabulary Workshop 
(Level C)

DGP Formative
CFA

	Ideas/Sentence Fluency/Organizational Structure/Word Choice/ Voice:

6+1 Writing Traits (Chapters 2, 6, 3, 5, 4) pp. 33-67, pp.176-211, pp. 68-99, pp. 139-175, pp. 100-138

Persuasive Writing: E of L
pp. 623-625, pp. 696-701 

www.myaccess.com
www.georgiastandard.org/elaframework
www.georgiaoas.org (On-line Assessment)

Writing Process/Writing Elements:

www.mrdonn.org
Persuasive Writing: E of W 

Lesson 2, pp. 260-269

Writing Process/Aim of Writing: 

E of W  pp. 6-7, 22-23, 15C-15-D

Brainstorming/Prewriting: E of W
Elements of Writing  pp. 24-40

Vocabulary for Achievement

www.greatsource.com
Vocabulary Workshop (Level C)

Sadler-Oxford

See “Best Practices” Appendix A (attached)

Elements of Literature

(Language handbook) pp. 737-821
Prepositional Phrases: E of W, 
Chapter 17 pp. 504-512 

Subject/Verb/Pronoun Agreement:

E of W, pp. 572-601

Daily Grammar Practice
Teacher’s Guide
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2008-2009

First Semester

  Course: _English/Language Arts__________________________________________________________ Grade Level: ________8________

	MONTH
	STANDARDS/

CONTENT
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS/

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS
	RESOURCES

	DECEMBER
	UNIT 5: EXPOSITORY/
PERSUASIVE
WRITING
WRITING

    ELA8W1

    ELA8W2

    ELA8W3

    ELA8W4

READING

    ELA8R1

    ELA8R2

    ELA8R3

    ELA8RC3

GRAMMAR
    ELA8C1
	Writing

· What step is editing in the writing process?
· Why is editing an important task in the writing process?
· What should you look for during the editing process?
· What tools can you use to create unified and cohesive paragraphs?
· Why are conventions important in writing?
Literature

· What is a plot?   
· What are the five essential components of plot development?             
· What are the characteristics of a play?
· How do character’s traits and emotions affect his or her role in the story?
· How does a character’s experience influence his/her motivation in a story?
Grammar

· What strategies would a student use to identify commonly misspelled words?
· What are the different types of verbals?
· How is an infinitive different from a prepositional phrase?
· What makes up an infinitive phrase?
· How does a participle differ from a gerund?
· What makes up a participial phrase?
· What makes up a gerund phrase?
· What is an appositive?
· What makes up an appositive phrase?
	Writing

· Paragraph unity
· Cohesiveness
Literature
· Plot
· Play components

· Characterization

Grammar

· Spelling and vocabulary

· Identify verbal phrases

· Gerunds

· Infinitives

· Participles

· Appositives
	My Access Expository and Persuasive Prompts
Adopted Textbook Test Material (Kits)

CFA

DGP Formative

Teacher-Made Assessments


	www.myaccess.com 

Paragraph Unity: E of W, p. 69, p. 108
Cohesiveness:  E of W , pp. 71-73, 109

Ideas/Sentence Fluency/ Organizational Structure/Word Choice/ Voice / Conventions:

6+1 Writing Traits (Chapters 7, pp. 212-246) 

http://www.mrdonn.org
http://internet4classrooms.com
http://a4esl.org/q/h/grammar.htm
http://amby.com/educate/language.htm
www.greatsource.org
www.arronshep.com
See “Best Practices” Appendix A (attached)

Verbal Phrases: E of W, pages 513-528
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2008-2009

Second Semester

  Course: _English/Language Arts__________________________________________________________ Grade Level: ________8________

	MONTH
	STANDARDS/

CONTENT
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS/

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS
	RESOURCES

	JANUARY
	UNIT 6: WRITING TEST PREPARATION 
(Two Weeks)
WRITING

    ELA8W1

    ELA8W2

    ELA8W3

    ELA8W4

GRAMMAR
    ELA8C1

UNIT 7: 

NOVEL STUDY 

(Continue into February)
READING

    ELA8RC1

    ELA8RC2

    ELA8RC3

    ELA8RC4


	· How do I analyze writing prompts?

· What tools should you use to make your sentences and paragraphs unified and cohesive?

· What is involved in revising a paper?
· How would you eliminate misplaced and dangling modifiers?
· When would you use the comparative degree?
· When would you use the superlative degree?

· Why should you monitor the use of negatives words like no, don’t, never in the same sentence?

· What are the general rules for using hyphens?
· Identify the setting and its influence on the novel.
· What is a symbol?

· What are the symbols in this novel and for what do they stand?

· What message do you believe the writer wishes to convey?

· Which characters have displayed static and dynamic characteristics?

· Identify antagonist and protagonist conflicts. 

· What is irony?
· What events in the novel can be classified as verbal irony or situational irony?

· How do the writer’s unique word choices and sentence constructions contribute to his style and voice?


	Writing
· R.A.F.T.S. (Role-Audience-Format-Topic-Strong Verb)

· Introduction, Body, and Conclusion

· Coherent and Unified Paragraphs
· Transitional Words and Phrases

· Main Ideas
· Supporting Sentences

· Editing and Revision
Grammar
· Correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers
· Correctly use comparatives and superlatives
· Correct double negatives errors
· Correctly use hyphens
· Street numbers
· Compound numbers (21-99)
· Fractions used as adjectives

· Word division at the end of a line

Literature
· Setting

· Theme

· Symbol

· static/dynamic characterization

· antagonist/protagonist conflict
· recognize verbal and situational irony

· word choices and sentence constructions
· figures of speech
· dialect
· connotation/denotation
· hyperbole
	My Access Writing Prompts and Assessment Tools

Grade 8 Writing Assessment – 
January 21, 2009
CFA

Teacher-Made Assessments

DGP Formative

E of W Review C, pp. 788
	Teacher-designed writing prompts

www.myaccess.com
6 + 1 Writing Traits 

Learning about Compositions: E of W,  pp.90-115

Writing Checklist and Rubric

See “Best Practices” Appendix A (attached)

Using Modifiers Correctly: E of W 

Chapter 23, pp. 654-665

Hyphens: E of W , pp. 786-787

Daily Grammar Practice

Teachers’ Guide

Henry County Middle School Novel List

Webquests
(Internet Search)
www.cdli.ca/CITE/

number_the_stars/htm 
(View this great example of how to create a novel study(
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2008-2009

Second Semester

  Course: _English/Language Arts__________________________________________________________ Grade Level: ________8________

	MONTH
	STANDARDS/

CONTENT
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS/

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS
	RESOURCES

	FEBRUARY
	UNIT : 
NOVEL STUDY (continued)

WRITING

    ELA8W1

    ELA8W2

    ELA8W4

READING

    ELA8R1

    ELA8R2

    ELA8R3

GRAMMAR
    ELA8C1
	· What is a myth?

· How is myth different from a folk tale?

· What is a legend?

· What is a folk tale?

· What do fables have that myths, legends, and folk tales do not?

· What is dialect?

· What role does dialect play in legends, myths, folk tales, and fables?


	Writing 

· character relationships

· themes

· symbols

· motifs

· dialect

· plot development

· Use of details from the literature for support of arguments and analyzes


	Think-Tac-Toe (project-based learning)

Unit Tests

Write a fable 

Journal reflections

Create a Freytag’s pyramid for the selected story.


	Elements of Literature

Collection Six: Sneaky Tricks and Whopping Lies

pp. 453-533

Folk Tales: Stories of a People

pp.460-461

Collection Seven:  The American Hero: Myth and Reality

pp. 534-619
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2008-2009

Second Semester

  Course: _English/Language Arts__________________________________________________________ Grade Level: ________8________

	MONTH
	STANDARDS/

CONTENT
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS/

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS
	RESOURCES

	MARCH
	UNIT: REVIEW OF STANDARDS
WRITING

    ELA8W1

    ELA8W2

    ELA8W3

    ELA8W4

READING

    ELA8R1

    ELA8R2

    ELA8R3

    ELA8RC3

GRAMMAR
    ELA8C1
	· What are the six parts of the business letter? 

· What writing formats are used for business letters?

· What is the purpose for creating a formal outline?

· What are the rules for using Roman numerals, cardinal numbers, capital letters and lowercase letters in an outline?

· Which reference would be most helpful to map a road trip from Georgia to New York?

· Which reference would best provide up-to-date information about current events, facts, statistics, and dates?

· Define main idea.

· Identify the difference between stated and implied main ideas?

· What devices do writers use to create a musical quality in poetry?

· What is onomatopoeia?

· What are distinguishing elements of alliteration, assonance and consonance?

· What does a rhyme scheme do for a poem?


	Writing
· Block style

· Modified block style

· Formal outlines

· Almanac

· Atlas

· Encyclopedia

· Biographical references

· Dictionary

Reading
· stated main ideas

· implied main ideas

· inference

Sound devices

· onomatopoeia

· alliteration

· assonance

· consonance

· rhyme

· rhythm

Students will review the proper use of conventions.

Students will learn how prefixes and suffixes can be used to identify the definitions and parts of speech of word when used in context.


	Rubric or checklist for proper formatting and formal language use for business letters

Student developed outlines

Student-designed CRCT study guides

Identification of poetic devices in selected poetry

Student-created  poetry

Identification of rhyme schemes in selected poetry


	Chapter 35 Letters and Forms:

E of W, pp. 900-907

Chapter 3 Compositions (Outlines):
E of W, pp. 97-99 (outlines)

Chapter 36 Reading, Studying, and Test Taking: E of W, pp. 932-933

Chapter 32 The Library/Media Center:
E of W, pp. 881-888

Chapter 33 The Dictionary

E of W, pp. 889-892

CRCT Coach Book

Nonfiction and informational texts such as newspapers and  magazine articles

Chapter 2  Learning about Paragraphs:
E of W, pp. 62-65
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HENRY COUNTY SCHOOLS

Curriculum Map

2008-2009

Second Semester

  Course: _English/Language Arts__________________________________________________________ Grade Level: ________8________

	MONTH
	STANDARDS/

CONTENT
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS/

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS
	RESOURCES

	APRIL
	UNIT 9: POETRY

WRITING

    ELA8W1

    ELA8W2

    ELA8W3

    ELA8W4

READING

    ELA8R1

    ELA8R2

    ELA8R3

    ELA8RC3

SPEAKING
    ELA8LSV1

    ELA8LSV2
	· How can I communicate emotions in poetry?

· How do I decide which poetic devices to use in my poetry?

· What techniques do poets use to visualize test? 

· How is poetry similar to prose?

· How are poems used in everyday life?

· What are some types of poetry?

· What techniques are used to convey meaning in poetry?
· How are poems organized?

· How can I use my voice to convey a poem’s meaning?
	Poetry Writing

· Free verse

· Haiku

· Sonnet

· Refrain

· Style

Literature
· Rhyme

· Rhyme scheme

· Meter

· Alliteration

· Onomatopoeia

· Personification

· Hyperbole

· Symbolism

· Repetition

Speaking

· Projection
· Posture

· Gestures
	Poetry Cafe
Poetry Analysis
Dialogue and discussion

Poetry Recitation
	www.georgiastandards.org/elaframework.aspx
See “Best Practices” Appendix A 
(attached)

Elements of Literature (some poetry examples)
· “A Time to Talk” p. 16

· “The Courage That My Mother Had” 
p. 108

· “The Secret Heart” p. 112

· “Birdfoot’s Grampa” p. 290

· “The Creation of Sam McGee” p. 513

· “Casey at the Bat” p.606
Oral Interpretation: E of L,  p. 867

Oral Interpretation: E of W, p. 252
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Curriculum Map

2008-2009

Second Semester

  Course: _English/Language Arts__________________________________________________________ Grade Level: ________8________

	MONTH
	STANDARDS/

CONTENT
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS/

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS
	RESOURCES

	MAY
	UNIT 10: 
DRAMA
WRITING

    ELA8W1

    ELA8W2

    ELA8W4

READING

    ELA8R1

    ELA8R2

    ELA8R3

LISTENING/ SPEAKING
    ELA8LSV1

    ELA8LSV2
	· How can I best report my reaction to a dramatic piece of literature?

· What types of information help to develop and support my opinion?

· How is drama similar to prose?

· What are the elements of a dramatic piece of literature?
· How do you entertain listeners with your voice?
	Response to Lit.
· Reflection
· Character Analysis

· Supporting Details

· Quotations

Analyzing Lit.
· Screenplay

· Stage directions

· Monologue

· Flashback 

· Dramatic irony

· Inference
· Prediction
· Foreshadow

Speaking
· Inflection
· Projection

· Facial expressions 
	Reflective Journals
Portfolios
Teacher-Made Assessments
Reader’s Theater

	Literature-based prompts created by the teacher
www.georgiastandards.org/elaframework.aspx
See “Best Practices” Appendix A 
(attached)

Elements of Literature
· “The Monkey’s Paw” (play scene), 
page 196
· “Let Me Hear You Whisper” (teleplay), page 297
· The Diary of Anne Frank (drama),
page 347
Interpersonal Communication: E of W,  p. 80

Oral Interpretation: E of W, p. 252
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