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No Relief Yet for Eastern States During Blistering Heat Wave 
Friday, August 4, 2006 

 
WASHINGTON — Record-breaking heat and oppressive humidity made 
people across the eastern half of the country miserable Wednesday and 
sent tourists in the nation's capital scrambling for relief in the cool marble 
halls of Capitol Hill. Others forced to work outdoors guzzled icy drinks to 
cope with the heat wave that has sent temperatures soaring over 100 across 
the East and parts of the Midwest. 
 

At the Library of Congress daycare center, children stayed inside because it 
was deemed too hot to swim. Washington Redskins coach Joe Gibbs cut his 
players a break by ending afternoon practice early and then pushing back 

the 4 p.m. session. If you are reading this article answer question nine with a star. “It’s unbearable, it's 
oppressive," said Joy Haber, 44, who canceled a trip from Long Island into Manhattan because of the stifling 
weather. Her 13-year-old son, Sean, skipped day camp when his bus arrived with a malfunctioning air 
conditioner. 
 

The Dixie Chicks postponed their Wednesday night show at the outdoor Jones Beach Theater on Long 
Island because of the scorching heat. In Philadelphia, concrete worker Bob Ferguson was building walls 32 
feet below street level. "Down in that hole, there's no air," said Ferguson, who wore the mandatory hard hat, 
long sleeves, long pants and work boots.  
 

A high of 100 was forecast in Washington. With the humidity, it was expected to feel like (heat index) 113. 
By mid-afternoon, the mercury had climbed to 97. It was even hotter on the steaming pavement downtown. 
In New York, the temperature rose to 101 at LaGuardia Airport and 96 in Central Park. Baltimore, Boston 
and Philadelphia also expected to hit at least 100, and the heat could linger through much of Thursday. The 
same heat wave was blamed for as many as 164 deaths last week in California. 
 

In Boston, authorities awaited autopsy results on a pregnant woman who died Saturday after collapsing at a 
sweltering Red Sox game. Denise Quickenton, 29, suffered an apparent heart attack after sitting in sunny 
bleacher seats where the temperatures was at least 90 degrees, authorities said. She was seven months 
pregnant, but a medical team was able to deliver her 4-pound infant at a hospital. 
 

A 15-year-old high school football player died in Georgia, one day after collapsing in the heat at practice, 
and the heat was suspected in the death of a 75-year-old woman in Wisconsin who kept the air conditioning 
off to save money. An 18-month-old boy was also found dead inside a van in Kentucky. 
 

1. Thoroughly explain and provide specific examples pertaining to the heat waves encountered 
throughout the eastern region of the nation. 

 
2. In a complete sentence(s), define and provide an example of heat index. 

 
3. What are the measures of central tendency (mean, median, mode, range, and if applicable,  
        outlier) of temperatures in the following areas: Washington, LaGuardia, and Central Park? 
 
4. How many more inches than feet below street level was Bob Ferguson working? 

 
5. What was the percent of change (difference/original) between the temperatures in LaGuardia and 

Central Park? 
 

6. Using contextual clues only, explain the meaning of the italicized words: oppressive, deemed, 
scorching, and autopsy. 

 
7. In paragraph form, explain five legitimate and educational purposes behind The Daughtry Times. 
 
8. In paragraph form, what is your initial impression of The Daughtry Times given the fact that you will 

receive a new edition EVERY Friday this academic school year? 


